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Tentative Program 


Iowa Library Association Meeting 


THURSDAY 


10:00 A.M. 
10:30 A.M. 


12:30 P.M. 


3:00 P.M. 


6:30— 8:00 P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 


FRIDAY 
8:00— 9:00 A.M. 
9:00-—10:30 A.M. 


-10:30-12:00 A.M. 
12:30-— 2:30 P.M. 
2:30 P.M. 


7:00 P.M. 


SATURDAY 
8:00-~-10:00 A.M. 
10:00—11:30 A.M. 


11:30 A.M. 


Sept. 29, 30, Oct. 1, 1949 


Registration 
Executive Board Meeting 


Luncheon — Children’s Section to provide program — open 
to all members of I.L.A. 


First General Session 
Business Meeting — including full discussion of Proposed 
- Revision of I.L.A. Constitution 


Committee Reports 
First balloting on Mrs. Deibert’s Surprise Project 


Section Dinners arranged 


Fun and Games — to be arranged by the Des Moines 
Library Club 


Section Breakfasts as arranged 


Second General Session 

Business Meeting (vote on constitution — discussion lim- 
ited to 15 min. total) 

Committee Reports 


Book Talks 
Publicity Luncheon arranged by Publicity Committee 


On the Increase — Mrs. Gretchen Knief Schenk, Summer- 
dale, Alabama; Mrs. Alvern S. Wendel, Sr., Bronson, 
Iowa 


Banquet 
Victor G. Haas, Book Critic, Omaha World Herald 


Breakfast for School and Children’s Librarians 


Recruitment — Miss Marybelle McClelland, Librarian, 
State Teachers College 
Training—Mrs. O. W. Harris, Jefferson, Iowa. 


BRIEF Business Meeting and Adjournment 
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WE VOTED “YES” in WOODBURY 
COUNTY 
By MRS. A. S. WENDEL 
Bronson, Iowa 

With the passing of the County 
Library Law by the 52nd General As- 
sembly in 1947, we interested resi- 
dents of Woodbury County, realized 
that it was now possible to have free 
library service in the rural areas. We 
also knew that a well organized cam- 
palgn was necessary in order to ex- 
plain the law to the rural people and 
get a majority of the elector to vote 
in favor of the proposal in the 1948 
November election. 

Our first organization meeting was 
held in May, 1948. To this we in- 
vited representatives from all groups, 
who we thought might be interested 
in library service. This included the 
following: 

American Legion; Veterans of 

Foreign Wars 

Church groups 

County Supervisors 

County Superintendents of Schools 

Extension Workers 

Farm Bureau 

Federated Women’s Clubs 

4-H Boys’ Club 

4-H Girls’ Club 

Boy Scouts 

Girl Scouts 

Librarians 

Newspaper Editors 

P.T.A. 


Radio Commentators 

Rural Ministers or Priests 

Schoolmasters Club 

Service Clubs 

At this meeting we elected our of- 
ficers, and the chairman appointed 
the following committees: 
1. Survey Committee— 

a. Quantity — How many people 
at present have library serv- 
ice? 

Quality — What kind of serv- 
ice? 

ec. Cost of library service. 

2. Petition Committee. 
3. Publicity Committee— 

a. Newspaper 

b. Radio 

c. Speakers Bureau 

d. Panel Discussion 


b. 
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e. Posters 
f. Pamphlets and Materials 

Before adjournment each commit- 
tee met separately ; discussed the plan 
of action to be followed, and then 
reported to the entire group. We were 
indeed pleased with our first meeting. 
We had an excellent attendance and 
assurance of co-operation from all or- 
ganizations represented. 

During the summer months the va- 
rious committees held meetings. In 
June the survey committee sent out 
a detailed questionnaire to rural resi- 
dents of the county on the quantity 
and quality of present library service. 
The Farm Bureau township library 
chairmen assisted in getting this in- 
formation. The result of the survey 
showed that the rural areas were 
much in need of free library service. 

In July the petition committee 
started its work. Again the Farm 
Bureau township library chairmen 
helped. Each was responsible for 
signers in her township. There was 
no difficulty in procuring the signa- 
tures of 5% of the electors who voted 
for governor in the last general elec- 
tion. This was encouraging to the 
committee, who presented the peti- 
tions to the County Board of Super- 
visors early in September. : 

The publicity committee decided it 
would launch its drive at the Wood- 
bury County Fair, which was held at 
Moville the first week in September. 
The Sioux City librarians, the County 
Superintendent of Schools, P.T.A. of- 
ficers, representatives from the Coun- 
ty Women’s Club, Farm Bureau town- 
ship library chairmen and the Sioux 
City Journal farm editor assisted with 
this publicity. A tent was rented, 
which was well located on the 
grounds. In front of this tent a large 
placard was placed which read “Vote 
Yes for the County Library.” This 
sign attracted many people who 
stopped to inquire about the library. 

Inside the tent was an attractive 
display of library books and many 
appropriate posters. 

For the first two days of the fair, 
a moving picture on free library serv- 
ice was shown continuously. How- 
ever, during the last days the weather 








turned extremely warm, so the tent 
was converted into a rest room, where 
many people came to relax and listen 
to information concerning the pro- 
posed county library. At all times 
there was someone in charge to ex- 
plain the County Library Law. 

Each person who passed or visited 
our tent received a County Library 
question and answer sheet, which the 
committee had prepared and printed 
for distribution at this time. The in- 
formation given on these sheets was 
far reaching. During the last week’s 
of our campaign we had many re- 
quests for them from church groups, 
Farm Bureau and P.T.A. The follow- 
ing are questions and answers printed 
on the sheet: 

Books for Everyone in Woodbury 
County 
I. What Is a County Library? 

It is a library system which be- 
longs to the county and serves all the 
people not already served by tax sup- 
ported libraries. 

II. How Does It Operate? 

It leaves no area unserved with 
books. It brings books as close as pos- 
sible to every man, woman, and child 
in the county by: 

A Central library as a distribution 

center. 

Branch libraries in larger towns 
and villages. 

Stations in stores, cross-road fill- 
ing stations or other convenient 
places where books will be 
changed frequently, thereby mak- 
ing all the books in the county 
available to all readers. 

Bookmobiles which make _ school 
stops and community stops. 

Parcel post service to any resident 
who requests a specific book from 
the central library. 

III. Where Would the Central Library 
Be Located? 

At the most accessible point for all 
and the place from which book distri- 
bution is most easily accomplished. 
It need not be in the County Seat of 
Government, neither is it necessary 
to erect an expensive building. 

IV. What Are Its Advantages? 

It gives farmers and their children, 

small town citizens and their children 
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the same advantages for information 
and recreational reading that city peo- 
ple have enjoyed for years. A county 
tax levy provides sufficient funds to 
purchase a well selected book collec- 
tion to meet the needs of all readers. 
By centralizing book buying, catalog- 
ing and administration, maintenance 
costs are reduced. Study clubs, 4-H 
clubs, P.T.A. groups, Women’s clubs, 
Farm Bureau and other organizations 
receive help for programs, papers, 
debates and discussions. A county 
unit can afford to have skilled library 
service. 

V. What Types of Books Are Pro- 

vided? 

All types—recreational and leisure 
time reading. The best books selected 
for the particular needs of the peo- 
ple served. 

VI. How Is It Established? 

A petition must be presented to the 
Woodbury County Supervisors by 
September 15th. In the November 
election it will be placed before the 
voters of the areas not taxed by exist- 
ing libraries. If the majority votes 
“ves,” the County Board of Super- 
visors shall appoint a library board 
and levy a tax for the support of a 
County Library. The Library Board 
will hire a librarian who will direct 
the work while the board is responsi- 
ble for its oneration. 

VII. What Becomes of the Existing 
Small Town Library That Is Not 
Tax Supported? 

It automatically becomes part of 
the svstem but it may keep its own 
librarian, its book collection and its 
library board. There need be no fear 
that the librarian will not be re- 
tained. Her knowledge of her com- 
munity makes her services invaluable. 
Freed from cataloging, and other 
routine, aided by a trained librarian. 
she can devote more time to working 
with people and books. The local 
board is needed to determine local 
policies and advise the County Li- 
brarv Board. Existing buildings will 
be kept up and maintained by the 
county fund. 

VIII. Is It to the Advantage of Exist- 
ing Tax Supported Libraries to 

















Go Into the County Library 
System? 

Yes, they would no longer bear a 
local tax but would pay their share of 
the county tax in proportion to their 
population. It could be far more eco- 
nomical to operate as part of a larger 
system and good service could be 
made. 

IX. What Will County Library Serv- 
ice Cost? 

In Woodbury County well selected 
books could be made available to our 
children, to our schools, and to our 
adults at a cost of $5.60 per quarter 
section of land. 

Another feature of our publicity 
campaign was a panel discussion led 
by the Woodbury County P.T.A. The 
subject “Benefits Derived from Free 
Library Service” was given from the 
viewpoint of a mother, a teacher and 
a club woman. Later the audience 
took part in the discussion and from 
their expressions we were again en- 
couraged as to the outcome of the 
County Library project. 

At several County Farm Bureau 
women’s committee meetings the 
County Library idea was discussed. 
The township library chairmen were 
particularly interested and worked 
hard to get correct information to the 
rural people. One library chairman 
reported that there was much misun- 
derstanding about the cost of a Coun- 
ty Library. She said erroneous state- 
ments had been made by some op- 
posed to the project, and that false 
ideas were influencing people against 
the library proposal. From the start 
of our campaign we had endeavored 
to give the people a definite idea as to 
the cost of library service. However, 
we now realized that more publicity 
should be given on costs and that cor- 
rect information on the subject should 
reach all rural people in the county. 
The situation was serious and we had 
less than two weeks before the day 
of voting. 

With the help of the Farm Bureau 
and the P.T.A. we got the truth to 
the rural people. These two loyal or- 
ganizations mailed a personal letter 
to all their members telling the bene- 
fits of the County Library and ex- 


21 


plaining the cost of running the same. 
The letter was composed by the 
County Library committee. The para- 
graph on costs follows: 

“If you owned an average 160-acre 
farm in Woodbury County and you 
were assessed .8 of a mill, the approx- 
imate amount needed to raise the 
$30,000 necessary for a County Li- 
brary, it would cost you only $5.60 
a year. If you own a home in one of 
the towns eligible for the service, your 
taxes on the average would be two 
dollars ($2.00). If you live in a town- 
ship or a town already assessed for 
library service, you will not be af- 
fected by the law and will not vote. 
These figures are based on actual 
valuations and assessments in Wood- 
bury County.” 

Mr. M. O. Cox, farm editor of the 
Sioux City Journal and chairman of 
our publicity committee, also helped 
us get the truth concerning the li- 
brary to the rural residents of the 
county. He printed an excellent arti- 
cle in the Sioux City Journal Farm 
Weekly which gave the voters a def- 
inite idea of the cost of the Library. 
In addition to this he wrote several 
feature stories, which helped us con- 
siderably in our campaign. 

On November 3rd, when we heard 
the results of the voting on the Coun- 
ty Library, we were happy to know 
that our efforts had been successful, 
and that the people of Woodbury 
County were in favor of free library 
service. 

As we thought of the campaign of 
the past few months, we realized that 
its success was due to the excellent 
cooperation of those who attended 
our first organization meeting. At all 
times there was a determined spirit 
of accomplishment. We knew, too, 
that the help and encouragement of 
the Sioux City librarians contributed 
much to the favorable outcome of the 
election. They well knew that the 
rural areas needed free library serv- 
ice. 

All in all it was a wonderful cam- 
paign. We worked hard, but we en- 
joyed it. What Woodbury County has 
accomplished, other counties can do. 
We are looking forward to the time 











when 99 Iowa counties will have free 
library service. 


*THROUGH JOHNNY Q’S GLASSES 
By GERALDINE BRINKMAN 
Waterloo Public Library 


I feel a little silly talking library 
publicity. Sure, it’s my job, but actu- 
ally I don’t know what I’m talking 
about. You see, I’ve never had any 
training in publicity. I don’t even 
know what the professional attitude 
should be because I haven’t yet been 
through the “sheep dip,” as library 
school is “knowed as” at the Water- 
loo Public. I can only talk from one 
angle... my own. Or maybe as they 
say on the radio “the views expressed 
are those of the speaker and don’t 
necessarily reflect the attitude of the 
sponsor.” 

Well, let’s be at it. I’m in Waterloo. 
I’m going to walk down the street 
and stop ten people and ask them all 
the same question. ‘‘What’s your pub- 
lic library like?” One out of ten will 
say, “Oh, it’s a wonderful place. It’s 
a live and kicking organization set up 
to give you and me and everybody 
else in Waterloo up-to-the-minute in- 
formation on practically any subject 
under the sun. I can go there for the 
answer to any question from how to 
build a chicken house to who rode on 
a roc. In my library I can find re- 
creation, education, information. I can 
read all sides of a controversial ques- 
tion . . . and, you know, a public li- 
brary has books to satisfy all tastes. 
I own a hunk of the library. You do, 
too, if you live in Waterloo. You 
should go there often. You’d like it.” 
With that I mutter something about 
how I do go often and go on to the 
next person. 

I'll say the same thing to the next 
two people. “What’s your public li- 
bary like?” These two will say, “Oh, 
it’s a place I can go to get books if 
I want to, but I usually go down to 
the rental library on the corner. It’s 
closer and easier and they have new 
books. I say, “Is that all your library 
has for you?” They say, “Well, now, 
I had to make a speech once and they 
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looked up a bunch of stuff for me. 
They were real nice about it as I re- 
call.” “Well, you help pay for it, don’t 
you?” I say. “I suppose Ido... but 
as far as I’m concerned, it’s a waste 
of money. I don’t use it enough.” 
That’s what two out of ten think of 
the library. 

I’ll stop seven more and ask them 
the same question. ‘‘What’s your pub- 
lic library like?” They’ll say, “Well, 
to tell the truth, I don’t know. I’ve 
never been there .. . or not since 
school anyway. I suppose they have 
history books and stuff like that down 
there. But you know, I’d be scared 
to go in the library. I wouldn’t know 
what to do and anyway it’s all too 
high-brow for me.” Then I'd say, “Do 
you know who owns the library?” 
“Why the City, I guess.” I'd say, 
“That’s you, Bud” . . . and run for 
cover. That’s the attitude of seven 
out of ten. That’s what they think of 
their public library. At least that’s 
what I think they think. 

Now in this “market research” I’m 
talking Waterloo, remember? Maybe 
the proportions aren’t exact but they 
are pretty close. One out of ten Wa- 
terlooans know what a modern library 
really is and use it once in a while. 
Seven out of ten either haven’t the 
faintest idea of what it’s all about or 
they carry with them a false idea 
that they picked up back someplace 
where they had maybe an unpleasant 
or unsatisfactory encounter with a 
library ... or a librarian. 

That’s what we’re up against in 
Waterloo, anyway. Maybe vou are, 
too. Do we need publicity? Publicity 
isn’t something that it would be nice 
to have if we had time for it. It’s a 
vital obligation. We have to have 
publicity or, well, it makes us a bunch 
of swindlers. We take the public’s 
money and give nothing in return to 
seven out of ten stockholders, simply 
because we don’t tell them that their 
library has something for them. Sure, 
it’s a fine thing to have a good book 
collection, a good staff and topnotch 
reference service but it’s a sin and a 
shame to have all this just used by 
the staff and 3/10ths of the people in 
town. It’s unbusinesslike, it’s unfair, 
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well... it’s a swindle. 

Now, let’s get down to brass tacks. 
What do we do about it? What should 
we do about it? I guess what I want 
to do is to talk library publicity as a 
point of view. First, let’s drop the 
word publicity and call it advertising 
.. . good, red-blooded, brassy adver- 
tising. The word “publicity” is too 
gentle, too typical of libraries. It 
smacks too much of what John Q. 
Public thinks of his library unless he’s 
been there. It’s Johnny Q.’s mistaken 
ideas that we have to break down be- 
fore we can start to sell him his ow 
library. , 

Now this is going to be kind of 
rugged talk. What are his ideas? 
Please remember again that I’m just 
talking from my own angle. Let’s 
pick a bunch of fellows at random 
from the 7/10ths group. I’ve picked 
men because the money comes out of 
their pockets and actually they can 
make or break a library if they want 
to. What do they think of their li- 
brary? Well, I'll venture to say that 
they think it’s an “institution” that’s 
mincing along 20 years behind the 
times, cherishing a bunch of old 
books, many of which came out of 
somebody’s attic when they moved. 
(Some of them really think that!) 
They think the place is staffed with 
a bunch of straight-laced prissies that 
never speak above a whisper — the 
type that would give them the jim 
jams to have to meet up with. They 
think that in order to get a library 
card they have to take someone in 
the place with them who can swear 
that they were born in holy wedlock 
and weigh 190 lbs. stripped. They 
think that if they wanted to get a rip 
roarin’ western they’d be snooted out 
of the place. And they’d never think 
in a million years that the library had 
anything that would help them with 
their job, their home, their family . . . 
or anything that’s really important 
to them. Why, whoever heard of a li- 
brary that had the latest books on 
television and FM, books on house 
wiring, sex manuals, gardening, child 
care .. . well, you all know what we 
all have, but they don’t. They’re 
pretty sure the library has history, 
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biography, poetry, maybe French 
even ... but if they don’t want any 
of those the library is nothing to 
them. We have to break down these 
false ideas! 

How? Well, let’s start with the lit- 
tle things . . . little bits of advertis- 
ing that we all use, no matter how 
little or how big our library may be. 
Can’t we see that everything that 
goes out of our library looks modern, 
up-to-date? Even overdue notices. 
Do we have to use our old threaten- 
ing, black and white cards that make 
Johnny Q. feel that when he goes out 
after the milk in the morning the 
sheriff will be sitting on his front 
porch? Did you see those that Sturgis 
advertised recently? They looked 
good, I thought. They are colorful. 
They say, “Haven’t you forgotten 
something” or words to that effect. 
At least they address John as a res- 
ponsible adult and not a petty crim- 
inal. Maybe we can dream up some of 
our own, but let’s make them smart, 
colorful and reasonable. 

Then there are our library letter- 
heads. Can’t we steer away from the 
traditional, stodgy, dignified ones? 
After all libraries are almost buried 
out of sight in dignity and refinement. 
Our letterheads get into business of- 
fices all over town. Who knows... 
maybe some John Q. Businessman 
might raise an approving eyebrow 
and think to himself, “Hm, and that 
came from the library.” Little by lit- 
tle we'll break him down. 

The same thing goes for our adver- 
tising to newcomers. We all send out 
something, I imagine. Let’s not just 
greet them. Let’s make them want to 
come to their library. Let’s have 
whatever we send out colorful and at- 
tractive and let’s cut the “readin’ mat- 
ter” to a minimum. I! won’t read 
through a bunch of stuff. Will you? 
Neither will our newcomers. 

What else goes out of all our libra- 
ries? Annual reports. We have to 
have the things, so let’s use them to 
advertise the library as a wide-awake 
business organization and not spend 
good money on deadly sheets of fig- 
ures. It pays off. I know it does. You 
see last year the Waterloo Public de- 








cided to put the annual report out in 
the form of a small tabloid newspa- 
per. In it we blew our own horn about 
all the wonderful things the library 
had for everybody and we also belly- 
ached about the things we didn’t have 
and wanted. One thing we yelled for 
was a record player. We got it! 

And then when we are preparing 
newspaper articles for the local press, 
can’t we remember Johnny Q’s point 
of view? We know that he knows 
that his library is a “fountain of cul- 
ture” and he thinks he doesn’t want 
any. So we have to sell him from an- 
other angle. You see what we’re 
really trying to do is to get him inside 
just once where we can work on him 
in person. Isn’t it? So it seems to me 
that short bits and feature stories 
which show him that the people who 
use the library are people just like 
him and that the people who work in 
the library are people just like him 
. . . human, friendly critters. Won’t 
stories of this type make it easier for 
him to take that first leap into the 
library? Well, for instance, we’d had 
a number of run-of-the-mill library 
articles in the Courier and then one 
day a man gave us an album of rec- 
ords. It was all wedding music. We 
wrote it up. I forget just exactly 
what is said but the idea was that 
John Q. could not only find out at his 
library who pays for the bride’s moth- 
er’s corsage but now he could even 
get music to play at his wedding. Just 
to prove that hit close home, we are 
now on our third album of wedding 
music records and the story was 
picked up by the UP. 

Can’t we keep Johnny Q. in mind 
in our radio programs? Can’t we steer 
away from the long-haired, arty, cul- 
tural program? After all most of us 
are on in the daytime. We have to 
compete with soap operas, so let’s 
compete! If we don‘t, we won’t have 
our free radio time for long. 

Now I’m really going to get myself 
in hot water. Please remember again 
that the views expressed are those of 
the speaker. But aren’t we missing 
the boat if we don’t cash in right now 
on this opportunity of a lifetime that 
has been laid right in our laps...a 





chance to get thousands of people into 
our libraries who never expected to 
set a foot in one of the places. All 
we have to do is to tell John Q. Pub- 
lic that we are willing to help him 
win the jackpot in one of these radio 
contests. Sure, it’s extra work and to 
most of us it’s just plain stupid but 
with our combined efforts we couldn’t 
dream up a better “natural” for 
breaking down our ivory tower repu- 
tation and getting the man in the 
street in just once. That once is what 
we are beating our brains out for. It 
seems to me, anyway, that everyone 
has a right to ask any question he 
wants to. Are we the ones to decide 
what is important enough to be both- 
ered with? Maybe the answer to 
“Who rode on a roc” is as important 
to one man as today’s stock quota- 
tion is to his neighbor. If we just 
show him we’re willing . . . he’ll come 
in! Once he’s inside and the gals start 
to work on him, he’s ours. Course, 
I’m talking Waterloo. I don’t know 
how you operate but I know that at 
the Waterloo Public the minute John 
sets foot in the place he’s put at his 
ease, then he gets what he wants 
(either in his head or in a book under 
his arm). Before he goes, he thinks 
he owns the place, which he does. He 
goes away happy and he comes in 
again! If we look down our noses 
now, aren’t we just adding cement to 
a wall we’re trying to break down? 
Now let’s hop to the advertising 
that goes on inside the library. Aren’t 
there too many of us who consider a 
bulletin board which says, “Oh goody, 
it’s National Apple Blossom Week,” 
the best we can do in the way of pub- 
licity? For my money that isn’t pub- 
licity, it’s just plain display because 
nobody will see it but the 3/10ths who 
come. A display on a theme, similar 
to the one I just mentioned is worth- 
less, anyway, isn’t it? A display 
should sell books. Can you imagine 
the A&P using their best display 
space to say “It’s National Apple 
Blossom Week?” Well, then why 
should we? Can’t we display and sell 
our own wares? Can’t we make dis- 
plays that will catch the eye and then 
lead John Q. right to books that he 
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can lay his hands on? I might as well 
admit right here that I have a prej- 
udice against glass display cases. I 
may outgrow it. I didn’t use to care 
too much for Bach. Sure, you can lay 
out beautiful displays in glass cases, 
I imagine, but what good are they if 
they get John Q. all in the mood to 
read about electroplating or some 
thing and then tell him, “Huh uh, you 
mustn’t touch. You can have that 
book a week from Tuesday when we 
change the display.” If we use glass 
cases, can’t we pile books on top or in 
front or someplace right handy? And 
when we are making our display, can’t 
we steer away from corny, “library- 
looking” displays? Seems to me we 
could learn from national advertisers. 
They know how it’s done. A display 
should be simple, colorful and built 
around one idea that you can catch 
at 50 paces. Elaborate details aren’t 
necessary. They take time and we 
have more important selling to do. 

The book says when you get to the 
end, summarize. Let’s summarize. A 
public library must advertise. It’s a 
vital obligation! We should reach out 
and break down John Q.’s false con- 
ceptions and then sell him what his 
library has for him. To do this, 
shouldn’t we think of John Q. Public 
and HIS reaction to our overdue no- 
tices, our letterheads, booklists, news- 
paper stories, window displays, radio 
programs, bus cards, annual reports, 
our own attitudes . . . well, every- 
thing? Can’t we keep HIS point of 
view in mind . not ours. And, 
please, John Q. is modern. He expects 
his library to be and he pays cash on 
the line to have it that way. He thinks 
we’re a bunch of fuddy-duddies, any- 
way. If we are, let’s not let it show 
in our advertising. 


OLD WORLD IOWANS 


I should like to put in a plug for 
a book by a young Cedar Rapids au- 
thor. Old World Iowans, by Elaine 
Joy Anderson, is a book every library 
will want to own. Elaine visited the 
places she has written about, and 
through personal interviews’ she 
learned about the settlements in the 
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various communities—the Irish in 
Cascade, Germans at Keystone, Men- 
nonites at Amish, to name a few of 
the twenty communities fascinatingly 
described. 

People planning vacations in Iowa 
or week-end trips might use the book 
as a guide to a better understanding 
of our various groups that make 
Iowans. Club women will consider the 
book a “find” and perhaps supplement 
their study by a trip to the locale 
studied. The book fills a gap, and sup- 
plies the information that can be 
found elsewhere only by extensive and 
intensive research. You may obtain 
a copy from the Klipto Loose Leaf 
Company at Mason City. 

—Alice B. Story 


AMERICAN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


Trans-Mississippi Regional Conference 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
September 2-5, 1949 

The Weather 
or 
What to Wear in Fort Collins 


Daily information on the weather 
in Fort Collins has been kept since 
1887, or for a little over sixty years. 
The first five days of September, 1949, 
may be a very marked exception to 
what has been the average for those 
sixty years, that is one of the gam- 
bles that conventioneers make, but at 
least this is what the records show — 
from averages to extremes. You may 
make up your own mind. 

Average daily mean temperature—65.5 
to 63.6 degrees Fahrenheit, for the 
separate days. 

Average highest temperature — around 
80 degrees, about 2 p.m. (Once in his- 
tory it made 94 degrees.) 

Average lowest temperature — around 
48 degrees, about 4 a.m. (Once in his- 
tory it made 34 degrees. 

In other words, it can be warmish 
during the daytime, and coolish at 
night, but it does not vary much from 
the average. 

Colorado is also fairly dry at the 
5,000 foot altitude at which Fort Col- 
lins is located. Over those sixty years 
there has been 1.40 inches of rain in 
August and 1.35 in September. One 
lone year hit 7.34 inches, while an- 
other lone one had 0.01 inches. The 





chances are all against there being 
rain on any single day, or group of 
days in the week, but rain can hap- 
pen. Convention time is not the driest 
time of the year, but it definitely is 
not the wettest. Comparatively speak- 
ing it is drier than many other parts 
of the country as the yearly average 
of 14.71 inches of moisture testifies. 
There is an off chance, however, that 
you may catch “mountain weather,” 
and get a light, half-hour shower 
nearly every afternoon, with bright 
sunshine the rest of the day. 

SO — WHAT TO WEAR! Come 
prepared for a noticeable daily varia- 
tion in temperature, and bring a wrap 
for outside at night, and some light 
dresses for midday. (If it gets too 
hot the college might open its swim- 





ming pools, or the new outdoor pool 
at the City Park may be open by that 
time.) The easiest thing is to come 


prepared for an informal outing 
where much of the time is spent in 
sports clothes, and where there will 
be no formal dressing for dinner. 

If you go hiking on the free day; 
jeans, levis, knickers or slacks are pre- 
ferred. Walking boots or low-heeled, 
heavy-soled oxfords and two pairs of 
heavy hose should be worn. A rain- 
coat comes in handy very often. Col- 
ored glasses or an eye shade and sun- 
burn creams or lotion are desirable 
accessories at nearly all altitudes. 

You might bring along your “square 
dance” costume for the Saturday 
night square dance in the Student 
Union Ball Room. 


TENTATIVE PROGRAM OF THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI REGIONAL 
ALA CONFERENCE 
Fort Collins September 2-5, 1949 


GENERAL SESSIONS 


First General Session 
Friday, September 2, 10 a.m. 


Joseph C. Shipman, Chairman of the Executive Committee Presiding 
Public Library Inquiry: Dr. Robert D. Leigh and Dr. Alice I. Bryan 


Second General Session 
Friday, September 2, 8 


-m. 

Louis M. Nourse, President of the Public Libraries Division, Presiding 
Panel Discussion: Public Library Inquiry—Dr. Robert D. Leigh; Dr. Alice I. Bryan; 
Louis M. Nourse, representing the Public Libraries Division; Elsa H. Ihm, rep- 
resenting the Cataloging and Classification Division; and Margaret Fulmer, rep- 


resenting the Extension Division. 


Third General Session 
ae September 3, 10 a.m. 


- McDiarmid, President of the American Library Association, Presiding 


ALA Council Meeting 


Discussion of the Report of the Fourth Activities Committee 


Fourth General Session 
Monday, September 5, 8 p.m. 
Speaker to be announced later 


DIVISIONAL MEETINGS AND ROUND TABLES 


Association of College and Reference Libraries 


Friday, September 2, 1:30 p.m. 


Frank A. Lundy, Chairman of ACRL Program Committee for Trans-Mississippi 


Region, Presiding 


Report of ACRL Policy Committee—Eugene H. Wilson, Chairman 
Discussion of the Report of the Fourth Activities Committee 
Discussion of Midwest Interlibrary Corporation—Ralph E. Ellsworth, member of the 


Board of Directors 
Division of Cataloging and Classification 
Friday, September 2, 1:30 p.m. 
(See also under Joint Meetings below) 


Subject Headings—W. C. Simonton, University of Minnesota Library 


Other speakers to be announced later 


Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 


Saturday, September 3, 1:30 p.m. 


Speaker: Marguerite Henry, 1948 Newbery prize winner 


Other speakers to be announced later 





es Cok 








n; 
p- 
p- 


pi 





Library Education Division 
Monday, September 5, 10 a.m. 


(See also under Joint Meetings below) ; ; 
Panel Discussion: There’s a Book in Your Future; Prospective Librarians 


Look at Reading Trends—Members of the panel to be announced later 


Library Extension Division 

Friday, September 2,1:30 p.m. | 
Library Demonstration Planning 
Speakers to be announced later 

Trans-Mississippi Conference 

American Library History Round Table 


Saturday, September 3, 1:30 P a ; ; ; 
Getting Books for the Saints—Leonard H. Kirkpatrick, University of Utah Library 


Melvil Dewey and the Steam Engine in Pants—Stanley E. Gwynn, University of 
Chicago Library 
Presidents and Editors Round Table 
Monday, September 5, 8 a.m. 
Informal discussion 
Division of Public Libraries 
(See under Joint Meetings below) 
Staff Organizations Round Table 
Saturday, September 3, 8 a.m. : 
Informal Discussion: Subjects to Promote with the Administration 
Serials Round Table 
Saturday, September 3, 8 a.m. 
Program to be announced later 


OTHER NATIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 
Association of American Library Schools 
(See under Joint Meetings below) 


JOINT MEETINGS 

Library Education Division and Association of American Library Schools 
Saturday, September 3, 1:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
1:30 p.m. 
p Educational Implications of the Public Library Inquiry—Dr. Robert D. Leigh 

p.m, 
Panel Discussion: What the Employer Expects of the Professional Librarian 
Alfred C. Nelson, Acting Chancellor, University of Denver; E. W. McDiarmid, 
University of Minnesota and President of the ALA; Joseph C. Shipman, Linda 
Hall Library; Harry L. Nicholson, Department of Elementary Education, 
Denver Public Schools; and James H. Wilson, Superintendent of Public 
Schools, Trinidad, Colorado. 
Division of Public Libraries and Division of Cataloging and Classification 


Monday, September 5, 10 a.m. 


Summary Discussion of the Public Library Inquiry—Dr. Robert D. Leigh 
and Dr. Alice I. Bryan 


SECTION MEETINGS 


Association of College and Reference Libraries 
Joint Meeting of College and Junior College Libraries Sections 
Friday, September 2, 8 a.m. 
The Relationship of the Library to the Instructional Program— 
_ _Speakers to be announced later 
Joint Meeting of the University and Reference Libraries Sections 
Saturday, September 3, 8 a.m. 
The Challenge of Interlibrary Loan Service—Richard A. Farley, 
University of Nebraska Libraries 
Showing of the motion picture of the Love Memorial Library 
_ _ at the University of Nebraska 
Joint Meeting of the Agricultural, Engineering School, and Teacher-Training 
Institutions Libraries Sections 
Monday, September 5, 8 a.m. 
_ _ , Program to be announced later 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
Saturday, September 3, 8 a.m. 
, Section business meetings 
Division of Public Libraries 
Order and Book Selection Section 
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Friday, September 2, 8 a.m. 
Program to be announced later 
Science and Technology Section 
Friday, September 2, 8 a.m. 
Program to be announced later 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Library Architecture and Building Planning Committee 
Saturday, September 3, 8 a.m. ; 

John T. Eastlick, Denver Public Library, Presiding 

Presentation of Building Plans for Library Buildings Under Construction or Proposed 
—Mrs. Anna Neal Mueller, Topeka Public Library; Mrs. J. M. Holzapfel, Hutchin- 
son Public Library; Malcom G Wyer, Denver Public Library. 

Round Table: Discussion of New ds of Library Planning (Moderator to be an- 
nounced later)—Arthur A. Fisher, Architect, Denver, Colorado, T. B. Griest, Ar- 
chitect, Topeka, Kansas; Ken Miller, Architect, Hutchinson, Kansas; Victor Horn- 
bein, Architect, Denver, Colorado; Mrs. Cecil S. Graham, Librarian, Grand Junction, 


Colorado. 
STATE AND REGIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 


Mountain-Plains Library Association 
Monday, September 5, 1:30 p.m. 
Program to be announced later 
Northern Colorado-Southern Wyoming Library Association 
Thursday, September 1, 4 p.m. 
Program to be announced later 
Colorado Library Association 
Monday, September 5, 4 p.m. 
Program to be announced later 


Minnesota Library Association 
Monday, September 5, 1:30 p.m. 
Program to be announced later 


Nebraska Library Association 
Monday, September 5, 4 p.m. 
Program to be announced later 
Wyoming Library Association 
Monday, September 5, 4 p.m. 
Business Meeting 
The State Library—Ellen Crowley, Wyoming State Library 
Vacations of Wyoming Librarians—Margaret Burke, Natrona County Library 
Salaries of Wyoming Librarians—James G. Crawford, Trustee, Natrona County 


Library 
Meetings of other state associations of the region will be announced later. 


CLINICS, INSTITUTES, AND WORKSHOPS 


Personnel Clinic 
Friday, September 2, 8 a.m. 
Saturday, September 3, 8 a.m. 
Monday, September 5, 8 a.m. 
Theme: Supervision—The ~~ 4 to Good Personnel Management. 
Individual sessions deal with The Role of the Supervisor, 
Training Supervisors, and Practical Problems of Supervision 
E. B. Stanford, of the University of Minnesota and Chairman of the ALA Board on 
Personnel Administration, and Hazel B. Timmerman, Executive Assistant, ALA 
Board on Personnel Administration, will conduct the Clinic. 
Film Workshop 


Tuesday, September 6, 8 a.m. 
General Purpose: To cover a few fundamentals such as evaluation of film material, 


cooperative planning for its use in the smaller communities, rentals and community 
film information service in places where it is not feasible to actually purchase films, 
a demonstration film discussion program, and a demonstration film story hour pro- 
gram for little children. 

Robert H. Schacht, Bureau of Program and-Information Services of the University 
of Wisconsin, and Mrs. Patricia Blair, ALA Film Advisor, will be in charge. 

Rural Library Workshop 
Tuesday, September 6, 8 a.m. 

Conducted under the direction of the Joint Committee of the American Library As- 
sociation and the Rural Sociological Society, with the cooperation of the Library 
Extension Division. Program will include discussion on aims and objectives of the 
Northern Great Plains Library Planning Council. Separate registration. 
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IOWA LIBRARY LAWS 


Chapter 193, Acts 52d Genera] Assembly 
As amended by Chapter 163, Acts 53d 
General Assembly 


COUNTY LIBRARIES 


Section 1. Power to establish. Coun- 
ties may provide for the formation 
and maintenance of free public libra- 
ries open to the use of all inhabitants 
under proper regulations, and may 
purchase, erect, or rent buildmgs or 
rooms suitable for this purpose and 
provide for the compensation of neces- 
sary employees. 

Section 2. Library districts formed. 
A county library district may be estab- 
lished composed of one county or two 
or more adiacent counties and may 
include or exclude the entirety of a 
city or town partly within one of the 
counties. Electors residing within the 
proposed district in a number not less 
than five percent of those voting for 
governor within said district at the 
last general election may petition the 
board of supervisors of the county or 
counties for the establishment of such 
county library district. Said petition 
shall clearly designate the area to be 
included in the district. The board of 
supervisors of each county containing 
area within the proposed district shall 
submit the proposition to the electors 
within their respective counties at 
any general or primary election pro- 
vided said election occurs not less than 
forty days after the filing of the peti- 
tion. A county library district shall 
be established, if a majority of the 
electors, voting on the proposition and 
residing outside of cities and towns 
maintaining a free public library as 
provided by section 378.1, Code 1946, 
favor it. The result of the election 
within cities and towns maintaining 
a free public library under the above 
mentioned provision shall be con- 
sidered separately, and no such city 
or town shall be included within the 
county library district unless a ma- 
jority of its electors, voting on the pro- 
position, favor its inclusion. In such 
cases the boundaries of an establish- 
ed district may vary from those of the 
proposed district. After the establish- 
ment of a county library district other 








areas may be included by mutual 
agreement of the board of trustees 
of the county library district and the 
governing body of the area sought to 
be included. 

Section 3. Gifts accepted. Counties 
may receive, hold and dispose of all 
gifts, donations, devises, and bequests 
that may be made to them for the 
purpose of establishing, increasing, or 
improving any library. When the con- 
ditions thereof have been accepted by 
the county, their use for the county 
library may be enforced against the 
county board of supervisors by the 
library board by an action of man- 
damus or by other proper action. 

Section 4. Library trustees. In any 
county or counties in which a library 
district has been established a board 
of library trustees, consisting of five, 
seven, or nine electors of the library 
district, shall be appointed by the 
board or boards of supervisors of the 
county or counties comprising such li- 
brary district. Membership on the li- 
brary board shall be apportioned be- 
tween the rural and city and town 
areas of the district in proportion to 
the population in each of such areas. 
In the event the library district is 
composed of two or more counties, 
representation on said library board 
shall be equitably divided between or 
among said counties in proportion to 
the population in each of such coun- 
ties. 

Section 5. Terms. Of said trustees 
so appointed on boards to consist of 
nine members, three shall hold office 
for two years, three for four years, 
and three for six years; on boards to 
consist of seven members, two shall 
hold office for two years, two for four 
years, and three for six years; and on 
boards to consist of five members, one 
shall hold office two years, two for 
four years, and two for six years, 
from the first day of July following 
their appointment in each case. At 
their first meeting they shall cast lots 
for their respective terms, reporting 
the result of such lot to the board of 
supervisors. All subsequent appoint- 
ments, whatever the size of the board, 
shall be for terms of six years each. 














Vacancies shall be filled for unexpired 
terms by the governing body of the 
taxing unit of the district represented 
by the retiring member. 

Section 6. Removal or absence of 
trustee. The board of library trustees 
may declare the office of a trustee 
vacant by his removal from the li- 
brary district or his unexplained ab- 
sence from six consecutive regular 
meetings. 

Section 7. No compensation. Mem- 
bers of said board shall receive no 
compensation for their services. 

Section 8. Powers. Said board of 
library trustees shall have and exer- 
cise the following powers: 

1. To meet and organize by the elec- 
tion of one of their number as presi- 
dent of the board, and by the election 
of a secretary and such other officers 
as the board may deem necessary. 


2. To have charge, and supervision 
of the public library, its appurte- 
nances and fixtures, and rooms con- 
taining the same, directing and con- 
trolling all the affairs of such library. 

3.To employ a librarian, such as- 
sistants and employees as may be nec- 
essary for the proper management of 
said library, and fix their compensa- 
tion; but, prior to such employment, 
the compensation of such librarian, 
assistants, and employees shall be 
fixed for the term of employment by 
a majority of the members of said 
board voting in favor thereof. 

4. To remove such librarian, assist- 
ants, or employees by a vote of two- 
thirds of such board for misdemeanor, 
incompetency, or inattention to the 
duties of such employment. 

5. To select and make purchase of 
books, pamphlets, magazines, period- 
icals, papers, maps, journals, furni- 
ture, fixtures, stationery, and supplies 
for such library. 

6. To authorize the use of such li- 
braries by school corporations or by 
nonresidents of the area which is 
taxed to support such libraries and to 
fix charges therefor. 

7. To make and adopt, amend, 
modify, or repeal bylaws, rules, and 
regulations, not inconsistent with law, 





for the care, use, government, and 
management of such library and the 
business of said board, fixing and en- 
forcing penalties for the violation 
thereof. 

8. To have exclusive control of the 
expenditures of all taxes levied for 
library purposes as provided by law, 
and of the expenditures of all moneys 
available by gift or otherwise for the 
erection of library buildings, and of all 
other moneys belonging to the library 
fund, including fines and rentals col- 
lected under the rules of the board of 
trustees. Said board shall keep a rec- 
ord of its proceedings. 

9. To accept gifts of any property, 
including trust funds; to take the title 
to said property in the name of said 
library; to execute deeds and bills of 
sale for the conveyance of said prop- 
erty; and to expend the funds re- 
ceived by them from such gifts, for 
the improvement of said library. 

Section 9. Methods of service. Li- 
brary service shall be accomplished by 
one or more of the following methods 
in whole or in part: 

1. By the establishment of deposi- 
tories of books or other educational 
materials to be loaned at stated times 
and places. 

2. By the transportation of books 
or other educational materials by con- 
veyances for lending the same at 
stated times and places. 

3. By the establishment of branch 
libraries for lending books and other 
educational materials. 

4. By contracting for library serv- 
ice with the trustees of a free public 
library of any city or town. 

Section 10. Library fund. All 
moneys received and set apart for the 
maintenance of such library shall be 
deposited in the treasury of such 
county to the credit of the library 
fund, and shall be kept by the treas- 
urer separate and apart from all other 
moneys, and paid out upon the orders 
of the board of trustees, signed by it~ 
president and secretary. Provided 
that where a free public library is 
maintained jointly by two or more 
counties, the library trustees may 
elect a library treasurer therefor, and 



























it shall be the duty of the city and 
county treasurers to pay over to said 
library treasurer any and all library 
taxes that may be collected by them 
monthly. Such library treasurer shall 
be required to furnish a bond condi- 
tioned as provided by section 64.2, 
Code 1946, in such amount as agreed 
upon by the boards of supervisors and 
the cost thereof shall be paid by the 
counties. 


Section 11. Annual report. The 
board of trustees shall, immediately 
after the close of each fiscal year, 
make to the board of supervisors a 
report containing a statement of the 
condition of the library, the number 
of books added thereto, the number 
circulated, the number not returned 
or lost, the amount of fines collected, 
and the amount of money expended in 
the maintenance thereof during such 
year, together with such further in- 
formation as it may deem important. 


Section 12. Real estate acquired. 
In any county in which a free library 
has been established, the board of li- 
brary trustes may condemn real es- 
tate in the name of the county for 
the location of library buildings and 
branch libraries, and for the purpose 
of enlarging the grounds thereof. 


Section 13. Maintenance expense on 
proportionate basis. The maintenance 
of a county library shall be on a pro- 
portionate population basis whereby 
each taxing unit as hereinafter de- 
fined shall bear its share in proportion 
to its population to the whole of said 
county library district. The board of 
library trustees shall on or before 
July 10 of each year make an estimate 
of the amount it deems necessary for 
the maintenance of the county library 
and shall transmit said estimate in 
dollars to the board or boards of su- 
pervisors and to the city and town 
councils within the district. The en- 
tire rural area of each county in the 
library district shall be considered as 
a separate taxing unit. Each city and 
town which is a part of the county 
library district shall be considered as 
a separate taxing unit. The board of 
supervisors and the council of each 


city and town composing said county 
library district shall make the neces- 
sary millage levies accordingly for li- 
brary maintenance purposes of not 
to exceed two mills. Any unexpended 
balance in the library maintenance 
fund at the end of the fiscal year shall 
remain in said fund and be available 
without reappropriation. 

Section 14. Not applicable to con- 
tract service. The provisions of this 
act pertaining to the establishment of 
a county library district shall not ap- 
ply to any area receiving library serv- 
ice from any city or town library un- 
der the provisions of chapter 378, 
Code 1946, unless the petition for a 
¢ ty library district shall, in addi- 
v... .v the required signatures of 
electors, be signed by the governing 
body of the area receiving library 
service under contract. 

Section 10, 53d General Assembly, 
Chapter 163. Existing contracts as- 
sumed. Whenever a county library 
district is established the board of 
trustees thereof shall assume all the 
obligations of the existing contracts 
made by cities, towns, townships, 
school corporations or counties to re- 
ceive library service from free public 
libraries. 


PERSONALS 
Mae C. Anders, assistant librarian 
of the Des Moines Public Library, has 
been made honorary president of the 
—_— Blank Hospital Guild for 
ife. 


Paul Burnette, who has directed the 
renovation and reorganization of the 
Japanese library system for the past 
20 months, has completed his work 
and was a guest in the home of his 
parents in Sioux City in June. He will 
—— a library appointment in the 
all. 

Eloise Ebert, of Council Bluffs, is 
chief librarian for European com- 
mand special services, Nuremberg, 
Germany. There are 190 libraries, 20 
library deposits, 158 deposit collec- 
tions and 75 professional women libra- 
rians under her supervision. 


Alice Lammers, formerly librarian 
at Central College, will receive her 


















































M.L.S. degree from the University of 
Michigan this summer after which 
she will return to her former position 
in Pella. 

Ruth Maloney, for seven years 
school librarian at Chariton, has ac- 
cepted a position as supervisor of the 
teacher training in the Burlington 
Junior college. 

Mrs. Inez Moffit, librarian at Ells- 
worth College, Iowa Falls, is attend- 
ing the summer session of the Univer- 
sity of Denver Library School. 

Annadale Riley, born in Burlington 
and graduate of the State University 
of Iowa, has been appointed head of 
the United States library in Karachi, 
Pakistan. This is one of the 67 li- 
braries maintained in foreign nations 
by the United States information 
service. 

Elizabeth Robb, formerly a member 
of the University library staff, has 
been appointed director of the United 
States information service in New 
Delhi, India. The New Delhi library 
was established in 1948. 

Mrs. Edna Spies of Dixon, Illinois, 
was cited by Ted Malone on his April 
26 broadcast as a “Good American” 
because of her work in organizing the 
Scott County bookmobile. She also has 
given hours of her time to serve as 
unpaid driver and librarian. The suc- 
cess of the county library vote is due 
largely to Mrs. Spies and her untiring 
efforts to spread the gospel of books. 

Margaret Taylor, fine arts librarian 
at Cornell College, retired in May 
after serving the college for more 
than 40 years. She had been ap- 
pointed to the position as fine arts 
librarian in 1943. 

Mrs. Zereda B. Van Deusen, libra- 
rian at Wilson High school in Cedar 


Rapids, will spend part of her vaca- 
tion by taking part in a foreign study 
program sponsored by the University 
of Vermont. The work will take her 
to England and Holland. 

Lucile F. Vickers, librarian of the 
East High School library, Sioux City, 
is a member of the summer facuity 
of the School of Library Training at 
Tallahassee, Florida. The school is 
under the direction of Dr. Louis 
Shores. Miss Vickers is teaching the 
graduate and under graduate courses 
in School Library administration. 

Esther Walls of Mason City has re- 
ceived a scholarship that will take 
care of her tuition while she studies 
for her degree of library science at 
Columbia University. 


NECROLOGY 

John A. Barr, president of the 
Greenfield library board for 18 years, 
died June 19 following a long illness. 

M. Berdena Jay, who had served as 
librarian in Shenandoah for 43 years 
until her retirement a year ago, died 
at the hospital as she was preparing 
to return to her home. She had been in 
the hospital for three weeks. A civic 
leader in every sense of the word, 
Miss Jay and the influence of her 
work will continue in the community 
where she devoted her best energies 
for so many years. 

One of the founders of the Wate”- 
loo Public Library, George Kennedy, 
died April 5. He had served on the 
library board from 1896 to 1902. 

Mrs. Millie Perrin. librarian at Shef- 
field from 1923 to 1945, died May 23 
at the age of 88. She was the first li- 
brarian Sheffield ever had and held her 
position until she requested to be re- 
lieved because of illness. 


PLEASE SEND US YOUR APRIL QUARTERLY 


Due to conditions beyond our con- 
trol, our supply of April, 1949 Quar- 
terlies is very short. For this reason 
we will be grateful to our readers who 
will return any copies that can be 
spared. If you don’t keep a complete 
file, please return your copy instead 
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of allowing it to stay around for a 
while and then be discarded. Many 
of our patrons keep complete files and 
request a duplicate copy if anything 
happens to the one they have. You 
can help us and them by giving back 
your copy. 














in| 








